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                     DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION TO TURKEY


            AVRUPA BİRLİĞİ TÜRKİYE DELEGASYONU

Press Release / Basın Duyurusu


EU SUPPORT TO TRAIN ADVISORS ON ACCESSING RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS
Turkish institutions and rural stakeholders will benefit from a new EU-funded project that provides training to rural development experts so they can guide potential beneficiaries on how to access EU support. The project's opening ceremony was held on 19 January at the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock. It was attended by Mr. Gursel Kusek, General Director at the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock, and Mr. Michele Villani, Head of the Economy, Trade and Agriculture Section of the EU Delegation to Turkey.
"Following several years of intensive preparations, Turkish IPARD
 institutions gained the first step in European Commission approval for implementation of the IPARD programme in August 2011. Ultimately more than 870 MEUR of EU funds will be available to the rural sector in Turkey up to 2016. The present project is all about helping inform stakeholders how to access this support," commented Mr. Villani.
"The Agriculture and Rural Development Support Institute (ARDSI) has launched three calls for proposals in recent months and many more are in the pipeline over the coming years. This type of support is relatively new to rural stakeholders in Turkey and the application procedures can be difficult to understand at first. The purpose of this project is to train provincial extension advisors from the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock, along with experts from non-governmental organisations and consulting firms, on the measures included in the IPARD Programme. By the end of the project there will be a large body of experts from a variety of public and private organisations that have detailed knowledge of the opportunities and the requirements. They will be in a position to provide information and guidance to potential beneficiaries across the twenty provinces of the first phase of the Programme, helping them to prepare applications for delivery to the ARDSI."
The project has a budget of 250,000 EUR, fully financed by the EU, and it officially started on 31 October 2011.  It will be conducted over six months by a consortium composed of partners from the French Ministry of Agriculture, Food, Fisheries, Rural Affairs and Spatial Planning and the Polish Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development. More specifically, the project activities include training of advisors on the currently available measures of the Programme, namely on:
a)
investments in agriculture holdings to restructure and to upgrade to community standards;
b)
investments in the processing and marketing of agricultural and fishery products to restructure those activities and to upgrade them to EU standards; 
c)
diversification and development of rural economic activities.
For more information on the IPARD Programme in general, please visit the website of the Managing Authority:  http://www.tarim.gov.tr/E_kutuphane,IpardProgrami.html 
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